
 Below is a list of readings and assignments for the summer months.  These highly-recommended 
readings and assignments will engage students in age-appropriate texts in order to reinforce comprehen-
sion and vocabulary skills. 
 Each assignment will be counted as a test grade for the First Trimester in September, 2010.  
In addition to these assignments, students will also be tested on their reading comprehension of these 
books when they return to school.  Tests comprise 40% of the Literature grade.  
  
Assignment 1— Letter to the Author 
1. Read Have a Little Faith by Mitch Albom.   
2. Write a letter to the author (200 words or more) telling him/her how much you did/did not enjoy the 

book and why.   
 Use the attached format for a personal letter. 
 Pay very close attention to your writing.   
 Reference details in the book to support your points.   
 Organize your letter so that it is easy to read (for example: each paragraph should have a topic sen-

tence and should talk about one main idea, etc.)  
 

 
Assignment 2— Social Studies Coursework 
1. Read the following two books: The Drummer Boy of Vicksburg, by G. Clifton Wisler, and The Who 

Comes with Cannons, by Patricia Beatly.  These two books are required reading and must be completed 
by the first day of school.  

 
2. There will be a Social Studies test on these two books when you return (20% of First Marking Period     
       grade)        

 
 Have a great summer, 

   ...and don’t forget about books when you are bored! 

  
      —The Middle School Teachers 






