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Below is a list of readings and assignments for the summer months. These highly-recommended
readings and assignments will engage students in age-appropriate texts in order to reinforce comprehen-
sion and vocabulary skills.

Each assignment will be counted as a test grade for the First Trimester in September, 2010.

In addition to these assignments, students will also be tested on their reading comprehension of these
books when they return to school. Tests comprise 40% of the Literature grade.

Assignment 1— Letter to the Author

1. Read Have a Little Faith by Mitch Albom.
2. Write a letter to the author (200 words or more) telling him/her how much you did/did not enjoy the
book and why.

Use the attached format for a personal letter.

Pay very close attention to your writing.

Reference details in the book to support your points.

Organize your letter so that it is easy to read (for example: each paragraph should have a topic sen-
tence and should talk about one main idea, etc.)

Assignment 2 — Social Studies Coursework

1. Read the following two books: The Drummer Boy of Vicksburg, by G. Clifton Wisler, and The Who
Comes with Cannons, by Patricia Beatly. These two books are required reading and must be completed
by the first day of school.

2. There will be a Social Studies test on these two books when you return (20% of First Marking Period

grade)

Have a great summer,

...and don’t forget about books when you are bored!

— The Middle School Teachers
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Business Letters
From a letter requesting information about a product to a
letter asking for charitable donations, business letters are a
common form of formal writing, writing intended for readers
with whorn the writer is not personally acquainted. Whatever =
the subject, an effective business letter The heading indi-
¢ includes six parts: the heading, the inside address, the salu- cates ”’I‘B 30‘0['"5??
tation or greeting, the body, the closing, and the signature. and business affili-
ation of the writer,
¢ follows one of several acceptable forms: In block format, each Bslon Tilipies s
part of the letter begins at the left margin; in modified block Aatarthe |t
Jormat, the heading, the closing, and the signature are s
indented to the center of the page. o
* uses formal language to communicate respectfully, regard-
less of the letter's content.
Model Business Letter _,
In this letter, Yolanda ; - Students 1 aCleaner Plarier -
Dodson uses modified block GBI L s M T N jﬁgfu'ME{qgﬂig{ '.ig;ﬁ'Séﬁdol il
format to request information. B e S R R R D Yeteran_s' Drive ' 0
S - i.Ehver, Colorado 80217 A
The inside address indi- — Steven Wilsop Discctinis aﬂuary 25’29"-— LR A f .
cates where the letter will . Resource Rec évé r"‘f%to;l ; Al s |
be sent. . 7300 Oak Strget - o Y‘W{_)F]'{sﬁ L
' - Denver, Colorado sy16 SR
A salutation is punctuated /‘:.Pga'rer: "‘ﬂff_lﬁgp: b Ly 7
by & colon. When the specific * Memorial High scp REASEHI e i 03T,
addressee is not known, use - Cessfut fecYCﬁIiétprb(;r:gug:l#}f t0 Start 2 brancp of your suc-
a gereral greeting such as b | Edaimmg as much féﬁséf;lle fnifﬁff;yq;u Comimitment o - .
“To whom it may concern:” . Program 'has.“Beél‘i‘S_‘u&ce‘EéfuJ i ‘6i£lﬂ 45 we can, Because your i
' -that it can work ‘ial-l'_éliriéo'rhmt'mi'tky"g 118hborhoods, ive're sure.

. —— ??12, and has ahoyt 800-5}& e u".SChQQ! includes grades™ =
The body of the letter _,_.—-—-‘"'Woﬁld‘ AR S T i
states the writer's purpose. . recyel; ,f Qll.fen_d us s
In this case, the writer Iz als can E?é%;grim? For
requesting information, LA 4 C_ Eda“d

o : (ot Ieastﬁftlf,Studenté' have

o _ m_""o.IVEd; 501 know we'll ha
. - 8ram work. ‘Please heiis 7 - 1C.P€EO
The ¢losing “Sincerely” is Th ork P Ie?‘?e:f_lﬂfpps_get started,
comimon, but “Yours truly” and - 1hank yoy jp advance for S S N R e g
' . ; L A B T _YOUrt : depl 3R
“Respectiully yours” are also SR R e lmeaﬂd c?‘?‘s,!‘deration, Sk
acceptable. To end the letter, R AR S ii's,j“‘?‘?!’@}’,, e
the writer types her name v i PR el 2 ol "O@d;rc{d' N el
and provides a sighature. SRty el F e S g 2 QQdAon 2
: o Yolanda Boggg,
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