
 Below is a list of readings and assignments for the summer months.  These highly-recommended 
readings and assignments will engage students in age-appropriate texts in order to reinforce comprehension 
and vocabulary skills. 
 Each assignment will be counted as a test grade for the First Trimester in  September, 2010.  In addi-
tion to these assignments, students will also be tested on their reading comprehension of these books when 
they return to school.  Tests comprise 40% of the Literature grade.  
  
Assignment 1— Letter to the Author 
 
1. Read Tuesdays with Morrie, by Mitch Albom.  
  
2. Write a letter to the author (150 words or more) telling her how much you appreciate her use of the liter-

ary elements we learned in class last year.  Here are some of the literary elements we learned (just to “jog” 
your memory):  genre, setting, character, plot, sensory language, simile, hyperbole, personification, etc. 

 Other tips: 
 Use the attached format for writing a letter.   
 Pay very close attention to your writing.   
 Reference details in the book to support your points.   
 Structure your letter so that it is easy to read (For example:  use an introduction paragraph, body para-

graph(s) and closing paragraph.  Also, each body paragraph should have a topic sentence and should talk 
about one main idea, )  

 
Assignment 2  — Social Studies Coursework 
 
1. Read the following two books: I’m Deborah Sampson: A Soldier in the War of the Revolution, by Patricia 

Clapp, and Kings Mountain, by G. Clifton Wisler.  These two books are required reading and must be 
completed by the first day of school. There will be a Social Studies test on these books when you return.  

  
 
 

 
 Have a great summer, 

   ...and don’t forget about books when you are bored! 

  
      —The Middle School Teachers 






